
Saint Joseph Series

PART ONE

The archdiocese is joining the global Catholic Church in celebrating a Year
of Saint Joseph.  This Pastor Page Series will present excerpts from Pope
Francis’s apostolic letter, Patris Corde, With a Father’s Heart.

*****

I would like to share some personal reflections on this extraordinary figure
[of St. Joseph], so close to our own human experience. My desire to do so
increased during these months of pandemic, when we experienced how
our lives are woven together and sustained by ordinary people, people
often overlooked. Doctors, nurses, storekeepers and supermarket workers,
cleaning personnel, caregivers, transport workers, men and women
working to provide essential services and public safety, volunteers, priests,
men and women religious, and so very many others. How many fathers,
mothers, grandparents and teachers are showing our children, in small
everyday ways, how to accept and deal with a crisis by adjusting their
routines, looking ahead and encouraging the practice of prayer. Each of us
can discover in Joseph – the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and
hidden presence – an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble.
Saint Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden or in the shadows
can play an incomparable role in the history of salvation.

1. A beloved father

The greatness of Saint Joseph is that he was the spouse of Mary and the
father of Jesus. In this way, he placed himself, in the words of Saint John
Chrysostom, “at the service of the entire plan of salvation”.

Saint Paul VI pointed out that Joseph concretely expressed his fatherhood
“[St. Joseph] employed his legal authority over the Holy Family to devote
himself completely to them in his life and work. He turned his human
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vocation to domestic love into a superhuman oblation of himself, his heart
and all his abilities, a love placed at the service of the Messiah who was
growing to maturity in his home”.

2. A tender and loving father

Joseph saw Jesus grow daily “in wisdom and in years and in divine and
human favour” (Lk 2:52). As the Lord had done with Israel, so Joseph did
with Jesus: he taught him to walk, taking him by the hand; he was for him
like a father who raises an infant to his cheeks, bending down to him and
feeding him (cf. Hos 11:3-4).

The history of salvation is worked out “in hope against hope” (Rom 4:18),
through our weaknesses. All too often, we think that God works only
through our better parts, yet most of his plans are realized in and despite
our frailty. Thus Saint Paul could say: ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for
power is made perfect in weakness’” (2 Cor 12:7-9).

Since this is part of the entire economy of salvation, we must learn to look
upon our weaknesses with tender mercy. Tenderness is the best way to
touch the frailty within us. Pointing fingers and judging others are frequently
signs of an inability to accept our own weaknesses, our own frailty. That
truth always presents itself to us like the merciful father in Jesus’ parable
(cf. Lk 15:11-32). It comes out to meet us, restores our dignity, sets us back
on our feet and rejoices for us, for, as the father says: “This my son was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found” (v. 24).

Even through Joseph’s fears, God’s will, his history and his plan were at
work. Joseph, then, teaches us that faith in God includes believing that he
can work even through our fears, our frailties and our weaknesses. He also
teaches us that amid the tempests of life, we must never be afraid to let the
Lord steer our course. At times, we want to be in complete control, yet God
always sees the bigger picture.
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